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1. General Provisions

1.1.	These Regulations define the procedure for the preparation and holding of the International Leadership Contest in the field of Public Diplomacy, the "Leader of Public Diplomacy" (hereinafter referred to as the Contest) in 2026.1.2.	The Organizers of the Contest are:
· International Union of Non-Governmental Organizations “World Peoples Assembly”;
· Autonomous Non-Profit Organization “World Public Summit”.
1.3.	Co-organizers of the Contest are:
· SCO People’s Diplomacy Center in Uzbekistan;
· International Humanitarian Organization “Respect India” (India);
· Al-Mamoun University College (Iraq);
· Central Union of Workers in Brazil CTB (Brazil);
· Her Voice Foundation (Zambia);
· Eurasian Partnership Association (Austria);
· International Renaissance Movement (MIR FF) (France);
· Russian World Educational Center in Rome (Italy);
· Tunisian-Russian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (Tunisia);
· International Fund for Assisting Children SUN RAY (Finland);
•       MaxiFast Center for International Education (Australia);
•       Assembly of the Peoples of Russia;
•       Autonomous Non-profit Organization "Formula of Friendship" Territory
         for the Development of Children's and Youth Diplomacy (Russia);
•        KOREEDA ENTERPRISES Co. Ltd. (Japan);
•        Russian Children's Center in Cape Town (South Africa).
1.4.	The official languages of the Contest are Russian, English, Spanish, and French, Arab.
1.5.	The Contest information and results shall be published on the website http://public-diplomacy.org, the World Peoples Assembly’s informational resources, the Contest partners’ resources, and in the media.
1.6. Awarding of participants and winners of the country stages of the Contest is carried out by decision of the country organizing committees.
1.7.	Award ceremonies for the laureates of the regional stages of the Contest shall be held as part of the regional World Public Summits.
1.8.	The official award ceremony for the laureates of international stages of the Contest shall be held as part of the final World Public Summit.
1.9.	The laureates of the Contest form a pool of lecturers for the Public Diplomacy University of the World Peoples Assembly and experts for the international humanitarian programs of the said Assembly.
1.10.	 A participant who becomes a laureate of the Contest’s international stage shall no longer be eligible to participate in the Contest in subsequent years, regardless of the nomination in which they have been recognized as an international stage winner, except for participation as the Contest’s expert, jury, or mentor.

2. Goals and Objectives of the Contest

2.1.	The Contest is established with the purpose of identifying and supporting public leaders in various countries whose activities are aimed at developing public diplomacy, strengthening interethnic and interreligious peace and concord, trust and mutual understanding among peoples, as well as facilitating the humanitarian mission of the World Peoples Assembly to form a New World of Conscious Unity and to develop public diplomacy.
2.2. The Contest objectives are:
· identifying and supporting the best public, humanitarian, cultural, and educational initiatives that align with the mission of the World Peoples Assembly;
· encouraging, supporting, and mentoring talented leaders of non-governmental organizations and public initiatives in the field of public diplomacy, facilitating the enhancement of their professional and public authority, and involving them in active international public activities within the framework of the World Peoples Assembly;
· creating an international space for the exchange of experience, ideas, and successful practices in the field of public diplomacy;
· facilitating the development of international and interregional partnerships among the Contest participants;
· forming a professional and expert community united by the values of peace, dialogue, and cooperation;
· promoting the projects and initiatives of the Contest participants on the international platforms of the World Peoples Assembly, including forums, summits, and expert events;
· involving the Contest participants in the further activities of the World Peoples Assembly.
2.3.	The Contest is open, international, and non-political in nature and shall be implemented on the principles of equality, transparency, respect for cultural diversity, and non-discrimination.

3. Contest Participants

3.1.	The Contest shall be open to representatives of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) from various countries, aged 18 and above, with at least two years of experience in implementing public diplomacy projects as a leader.
3.2.	The Contest participants must possess the following skills and competencies:
· leadership qualities;
· result-oriented approach;
· ability to work effectively in a team;
· communication skills and influencing ability;
· systemic thinking;
· ability to initiate and implement changes;
· high level of social responsibility;
· adaptability and readiness to work in changing conditions.
3.3.	NGO leaders implementing public diplomacy projects cannot hold state or municipal positions.
3.4.	The Contest participants are to make up an international community of public diplomacy leaders.

4. Contest Procedure 

4.1.	The Contest shall be held in several stages: the stage of collection of participants’ Contest materials, country stages, regional stages, the international stage, and a leadership educational course at the Public Diplomacy University.
4.2.	The venues and dates for the Contest stages shall be determined by the World Peoples Assembly upon the proposal of its representations and partner organizations.
4.3.	Based on the results of the Contest country stages, the country juries shall select 3 participants for the international stage from each country.
4.4.	Based on the results of the country and regional Contest’s stages, the regional juries shall select ten (10) participants for the international stage from each region – one (1) participant in each nomination.
4.5.	Based on the results of the Contest’s country and regional stages, the International Jury shall select 30 finalists for the Contest’s international stage.
4.6.	The international stage of the Contest shall be held within the framework of the World Public Summit.
4.7.	In 2026, the Contest stages shall have the following timelines:
· February 16 – March 31: collection of the Contest participants’ materials;
· April – August: leadership educational course at the Public Diplomacy University of the World Peoples Assembly for all Contest participants;
· April – June: holding country stages of the Contest, determining three (3) participants from each country for participation in the Contest’s international stage;
· April: Contest’s regional stage for participants from Arab world countries, awarding the winners of the stage, and determining ten (10) participants for the Contest’s international stage. The Contest is held in the Republic of Iraq as part of the World Public Summit. Arab World;
· June: Contest’s regional stage for participants from Latin American countries, awarding the winners of the stage, determining ten (10) participants for the Contest’s international stage. The Contest is held in the Federative Republic of Brazil as part of the World Public Summit. Latin America;
· July: Contest’s regional stage for participants from African countries, awarding the winners of the stage, determining ten (10) participants for the Contest’s international stage. The Contest is held as part of the World Public Summit. Africa;
· August: Contest’s regional stage for countries of other world regions, awarding the winners of the stage, determining ten (10) participants for the Contest’s international stage. The Contest is held online;
· September: Contest’s regional stage for participants from European countries, awarding the winners of the stage, determining ten (10) participants for the Contest’s international stage. The Contest is held in the Republic of Austria as part of the World Public Summit. Europe;
· September 5 – 11: The International Jury selects the participants for the Contest’s international stage;
· September: Contest’s international stage, determination of Contest laureates in each nomination, awarding ceremony. The stage is held as part of the World Public Summit.
4.10. The dates and venues for the Contest stages may be changed by decision of the Organizing Committee.

5. Contest Management

5.1. For the purpose of methodological and organizational support in the preparation and holding of the Contest events, Contest organizing committees shall be established as follows: country organizing committees, regional organizing committees, and the International Organizing Committee, which are formed from representatives of the Contest’s organizers and partners.
The compositions of the International and Regional Organizing Committees shall be approved by orders of the Secretary General of the World Peoples Assembly.
Members of the International Organizing Committee shall be elected from the heads of the country and regional organizing committees.
The organizing committees shall carry out the general coordination of the preparation and holding of the Contest within their competence.
5.2.	The direct organization of the Contest shall be carried out by the Executive Directorate of the World Peoples Assembly.
5.3.	To conduct an expert examination of materials submitted to the Contest and to identify the winners of the Contest stages, country, regional, and international juries shall be established, composed of the representatives of the Contest organizers, experts in the field of public diplomacy, public and state figures.
5.4.	The Contest juries shall:
· determine the compliance of the materials submitted by participants with the Contest requirements;
· conduct an expert examination of the materials presented by the Contest participants in accordance with the evaluation criteria;
· review and approve the results of the Contest stages and the lists of participants for the Contest’s international stage.
5.5.	The International Jury carries out the online selection of participants of the International stage of the Contest, evaluates the in-person completion of the competitive tests of the International stage of the Contest by the participants of the Contest and decides on the winners of the I, II, III degrees in each nomination.
5.6.	The Contest shall provide at all stages for a comprehensive assessment of the following criteria:
· substantive approaches, technologies, methodologies, as well as innovative methods and techniques of the participants’ (competitors’) activities;
· organizational, creative, and communicative abilities of the competitors;
· managerial abilities, skills, and competencies of the competitors;
· level of intellectual preparation of the competitors, including knowledge of legal foundations, scientific approaches to the activities of public associations, fundamentals of state policy in various spheres of public life, as well as key principles and directions of public diplomacy;
· level of proficiency in information and project culture of the competitors.
5.7.	Meetings of the Jury shall be considered competent if at least half of its listed members are present.
5.8.	Decisions of the Jury shall be considered adopted if they are voted for by at least half of the Jury members present at the meeting. Decisions of the Jury shall be formalized in Minutes signed by the chairpersons of the Jury and the responsible secretaries.

6. Nominations and Evaluation Criteria of the Contest

6.1.	The Contest nominations shall be as follows:
· Cultural Diplomacy;
· Educational Diplomacy;
· Business Diplomacy;
· Scientific Diplomacy;
· Tourism Diplomacy;
· Sports Diplomacy;
· Children’s Diplomacy;
· Historical Memory;
· Volunteerism;
· Gastronomic Diplomacy.
· Other____________.
6.2.	When evaluating Contest materials, the jury shall consider the following criteria:
· relevance and social significance of the contestant’s activities;
· creativity and novelty of projects implemented by the contestant;
· scale and effectiveness of projects implemented by the contestant;
· degree of the contestant’s participation in international projects implemented by partners;
· resource and (or) other support for the contestant’s activities;
· quality of Contest materials preparation;
· substance and quality of the video presentation;
· leadership potential of the participant.
6.3.	Each criterion shall be scored from 0 to 5 points.
6.4.	The final score shall be derived from the sum of points for all criteria.
7. Procedure for Submitting Documents for Participation in the Contest

7.1. Documents for participation in the Contest may be submitted directly by the contestants or by the organizations nominating the contestants.
7.2. Documents for participation in the Contest are submitted to the Executive Directorate of the World Peoples Assembly via the Contest website: http://public-diplomacy.org. Email address: public-diplomacy@world-assembly.org.
7.3.	The document package shall include:
· a participant application indicating the Contest nomination;
· a description of the contestant’s activities in the field of public diplomacy (not more than five (5) pages, font Times New Roman, font size 14, single spacing, margin sizes: left - 2.75 cm, right - 2.25 cm, top - 3 cm, bottom - 2 cm; page numbering - top right header);
· a video clip (or a download link for the clip) illustrating the activities, with a duration of not more than three (3) minutes;
· at least 2 letters of support, recommendation letters;
· consent to the processing of personal data.
7.4.	All Contest participants who have submitted a complete package of Contest documents are invited to participate in the country or regional stages of the Contest.
7.5.	Based on the results of the country and regional stages of the Contest, up to 100 participants shall be selected, 30 of whom become finalists of the Contest’s international stage by decision of the International Jury.
7.6.	Documents submitted for participation in the Contest shall not reviewed or returned.
7.7.	Grounds for exclusion from the Contest may include:
· submission of forged documents or knowingly false information about oneself when filling out the application form;
· having a criminal record (including expunged or spent) or being under investigation;
· publication of false, discrediting information about the Contest and its participants;
· documents or information provided by the participant during the Contest, not confirmed upon request from the Organizing Committee.
7.8.	Questions regarding the organization and conduct of the Contest can be sent to the email address:  public-diplomacy@world-assembly.org

8. Summing up the Results of the Contest

8.1.	The Jury of the Contest’s international stage shall determine the laureates of the Contest in each nomination based on the results of in-person participation in the competitive events.
8.2.	The laureates of the Contest in each nomination shall be awarded with Diplomas of I, II, III degree, badges with the Contest symbols, and valuable gifts.
8.3.	The organizers of the Contest shall cover the travel expenses of the International Stage participants to and from the venue, as well as meals and hotel accommodation.
8.4.	The laureates of the Contest shall gain the right to have their profile, indicating their main projects, placed in the publicly accessible database of public diplomacy leaders, hosted on the Contest’s website.
8.5.	Participants of the Contest’s international stage are invited as speakers to the platforms of the World Public Summit.
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APPLICATION
participant участника the V International Contest
“LEADER OF PUBLIC DIPLOMACY” (2026) 
(It is suggested to fill in the application electronically)

	Information about the participant

	The nomination of the contest* (select one option and mark it)
Cultural diplomacy;
Educational diplomacy;
Business diplomacy;
Scientific diplomacy;
Tourism diplomacy;
Sports diplomacy;
Children's diplomacy;
Historical memory;
Volunteering/Volunteering;
Gastronomic diplomacy
Other____
*The organizers of the Contest have the right to change the nomination of the application based on the results of the documents’ examination 

	Surname


	Name 


	Patronymic (if available) 


	Gender:                        М                                                              F


	Date of birth


	Country


	Passport (series, number, issuing authority and when issued) / identity document


	Address (specify the zip code)


	Telephone number (specify the country code)


	E-mail


	Place of work (study, service)


	Position


	Education


	Social media activity (specify links to social networks):


	Awards and Titles


	What organization do you represent (NGO) (position/status, name of the organization, sphere of activity) 


If you do not represent any organization, please note this answer option: 
- I do not represent any organization


	
Please specify your 3 main results in the field of public diplomacy over the past 3 years:


	What is the most important for you in leadership?


	Motivational video: the video should include an answer to the following questions: "Why do you want to participate in the Contest?", "What projects and areas of activity do you develop?", "What results have you already achieved?" (up to 2 minutes, the video can be shot on a phone camera and does not involve professional video processing).
ATTENTION: The video is added to the materials acceptance window on the website as a separate file or provide a download link on any cloud storage:




Participant: ______________________________ /Full name/___________________________
                                                                                                                            (signature) (date)
                                                                                   
                                                                                           Annex №2 to the Regulations 
for the V International Contest
“LEADER OF PUBLIC DIPLOMACY” (2026)

Consent to the processing of personal data
1 (FULL NAME) ________________________________________________________________________________________,
passport or other identification document (series, number, date of issue, issuing authority) ________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
contact information (phone number, email address): _________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
acting freely, of my own free will and in my own interest, I give specific, informed and conscious consent to the International Union of Non-Governmental Organizations "World Peoples Assembly (TIN 9710036142, OGRN 1177700014887, address: 127006, Moscow, Uspensky lane, 4A, p.1) (hereinafter – Assembly) to process my personal data on paper and/or in information systems with or without the use of automation tools, including collection, recording, systematization, accumulation, storage, clarification (updating, modification), extraction, use, transfer (provision, access), depersonalization, blocking, deletion, destruction of personal data.
The purpose of processing personal data is to carry out activities related to the preparation and conduct of the International Contest "Leader of Public Diplomacy" in accordance with the Regulations, including to confirm the applicant's compliance with the requirements of the Contest, as well as to promptly obtain information on the consideration of the application and other information.
In addition, personal data may be processed in connection with:
- providing me with the opportunity to feedback to the Assembly (its staff and representatives), including by sending notifications, emails, information and other communications; 
- sending me information messages, messages about events of the Assembly activities and the holding of the Contest;
- ensuring the security of the Assembly and protecting my data. 
The list of personal data that can be processed in accordance with this consent:
1) information contained in identity documents, including full name, date of birth; date and place of issue, type, series, number of the identity document, name of the issuing authority;
2) information about current and previous employment, including place of work, position, function performed;
3) actual address, contact phone number and e-mail address, other contact information and ids in the social network. social networks or messengers;
4) information about education, qualifications, attestation, and awards, including the series and number of the document confirming the information specified in this paragraph, the date and place of issue;
5) information on bringing to administrative or criminal responsibility;
6) video and photo materials.
The Assembly has the right to entrust the processing of personal data to the extent and for the purposes provided for in this consent, to third parties who are required to comply with the principles and rules of personal data processing, to respect the confidentiality of personal data, and to take necessary measures aimed at ensuring the protection of personal data. 
I undertake not to post on the Contest’s website http://public-diplomacy.org, information, the use of which violates the requirements of the law of the Russian Federation (including the processing of which violates the rights of personal data subjects).
I confirm my consent to be recognized as a participant in electronic interaction. 
I undertake to notify the Assembly of any changes to my personal data by sending a corresponding written notification to: public-diplomacy@mail.ru If I do not send the specified notification when changing my personal data, I undertake not to make claims against the Assembly caused by the processing of outdated personal data.
This consent has been granted indefinitely. The withdrawal of this consent is made in writing by sending a corresponding notification to the address of the Assembly. I am aware that if this consent is revoked, it will become impossible to achieve the purposes of process.
The date of granting Consent to the processing of personal data is the date of the provision of a scanned copy and/or the original of the Consent signed by me. 
I am informed that the Assembly is obliged to provide the User's personal data at the request of the authorized state authorities of the Russian Federation only on the grounds and in accordance with the procedure established by the legislation of the Russian Federation. 

______________________________
(date, full name, signature)
